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their barge, and with them to Queenhithe, and there
called Sir Richard Browne to them. Their order was
only to pull down houses apace, and so below bridge
at the water-side ; but little was or could be done, the
fire coming upon them so fast. Good hopes there was of
stopping it, at the Three Cranes above, and at But-
tulph's Wharf below bridge, if care be used; but the
wind carries it into the City, so as we know not, by
the water-side, what it do there ..."

Both Evelyn and Pepys, fortunately for us, were
fond of any spectacle. In happier times they both went
to the theatre frequently, though Evelyn leaves only
brief comments. " I saw Hamlet Prince of Denmark
played, but now the old plays begin to disgust this,
refined age, since his Majesty's being so long abroad."
Was Evelyn really disgusted, or did he enjoy the " old
play " of Hamlet and feel ashamed to say so ? Pepys is
very downright about his feelings, and he has eyes for
the audience as well as the stage. He had been to see
Othello, " which was very well done. Burt acted the
Moor; by the same token, a very pretty lady that
sat by me cried out to see Desdemona smothered."
Another day he went to see Twelfth Night and thought
very little of it. " To the Duke's house, and there saw
Twelfth Night acted well, though it be but a silly play,
and not relating at all to the name or day. Home, and
found all well, only myself somewhat vexed at my
wife's neglect in leaving of her scarf, waistcoat, and
night-dressings in the coach to-day, that brought us
from Westminster; though, I confess, she did give
them to me to look after."